Copyright Infringement Policy

What is copyright?

A copyright is an exclusive right to make copies, license, and otherwise utilize a literary,
musical, or artistic work, whether printed, audio, video, etc. Works granted such right by
law on or after January 1, 1978, are protected for a lifetime of the author or creator and
for a period of 50 years after his or her death.

Simply put, a copyright is a legal concept which gives a person exclusive rights to
distribute and use, something they created.

What is Copyright Infringement?

Copyright Infringement is when a copyrighted work is reproduced, distributed,
performed, publicly displayed, or made into a derivative work without the permission of
the copyright owner.

What is the DMCA?

The Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) is a federal law that was passed on
October 12, 1998. Among other things, this law specifically addresses the use of the
Internet to illegally reproduce or disseminate copyrighted material. To learn more about
the DMCA, you can go to this link: https://www.copyright.gov/legislation/pl105-304.pdf

Why did I get a Notification of Copyright Infringement?

If you have received a copyright infringement notice from CML Telephone Cooperative
Association or Aureon by email or phone call, this means that a computer on your
network is making copyrighted material publicly available without the consent of the
copyright holder.

In layman’s terms, there is a computer on your network that is sharing movies, music,
software, or some other form of media, probably through a peer to peer program. The
copyright holder has notified CML Telephone Cooperative Association and/or Aureon of
this, and we are legally required to notify you.

Using your CML Telephone Cooperative Association/Aureon Internet connection to
download or distribute copyrighted material illegally is a violation of our
Acceptable Use Policy and can result in suspension or termination of services.

How do you know that I am the one who did this?

When a copyright holder contacts CML Telephone Cooperative Association and/or
Aureon, they send us the name of the material that is being infringed upon, the time that
the material was being made available online, as well as the public IP address of the
computer or network that is sharing it. Since public IP addresses are unique, and can only
be used on one device at a time, they act much like a fingerprint. To be in compliance
with the law, CML Telephone Cooperative Association and/or Aureon uses this
information to identify and contact the party responsible.

How does CML Telephone Cooperative Association and/or Aureon respond to
notifications of copyright infringement?

CML Telephone Cooperative and/or Aureon will send a notice and if no response your
internet service will direct you to a message from CML Telephone Cooperative and/or
Aureon describing the process to remove illegal copyrighted materials. Once this is
corrected your internet service will be reconnected.

Additional offenses the customer’s internet service may be suspended or terminated.
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